[Atrial natriuretic factor and the structural and functional condition of the "hypertensive" heart].
A radioimmunoassay was used to study the structural and functional status of the myocardium and blood natriuretic factor levels in 45 patients with hypertensive disease and 17 healthy subjects. Left atrial dysfunction was revealed to affect natriuretic factor levels in the blood of hypertensive patients with moderate left ventricular hypertrophy. As myocardial contractility became lower, natriuretic factor levels were reduced. The changes found in the levels in left ventricular hypertrophic variants may be accounted for by various values of intramyocardial stress. The findings suggest that cardiohemodynamic abnormalities may affect the secretion of natriuretic factor.